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T o : Bonita L a v e l l e / E P R / R 8 / U S E P A / U S
cc:
S u b j e c t R e : V B / I 7 0 technical mee t ing

Dear Bonnie,
I wish you c o u l d have a t t e n d e d the TAG workshop in N a s h v i l l e . It was
e x t r e m e l y i n t e r e s t i n g to hear about all the d i f f e r e n t s i t e s and how each
T A G r e c i p i e n t g r o u p h a n d l e d t h e i r unique p r o b l e m s . O n e i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g
that came out-of the 30-odd group s there: all said that the ATSDR presence
had been a rather p a i n f u l nui sance, p r o m i s i n g much, d e l i v e r i n g l i t t l e , t h e
r e p f r o m A T S D R l i t e r a l l y h a d t o l eave t h e room. T h e y w e r e n ' t much k i n d e r
to the ERA guy f r o m D.C. , who al so l e f t .
C o m m e n t s on RA
I r e cognize that the t ime per iod for comments on the RA is over, but I had
some p r e t t y s t r o n g t h o u g h t s about i t the las t f ew days and w o u l d be h a p p y
if you c o u l d i n c l u d e them and share with the g r o u p .
I have come to the per sonal conc lu s ion that the on ly f a i r and e thical
c l e a n u p l e v e l f o r the s e y a r d s i s t o t h e r e g i o n a l background l e v e l . T h i s i s
no more t h a n p u t t i n g it back l i k e it was. The concep t of c l e a n i n g to the
10-4 risk l e v e l seems to be a cynical game of s t a t i s t i c s with people' s
l i v e s . T h e e l emen t o f f a i r n e s s i s l o s t o therwi se , a n d p e o p l e m i g h t r i g h t l yf e e l t h ey are b e i n g s u b j e c t e d more to the a c c o u n t a n t ' s p e n c i l t han to a
l e g i t i m a t e concern for t h e i r h e a l t h and w e l f a r e . I have al so come to f e e l
that t o x i c o l o g y as a science is a bit too shakey t h e o r e t i c a l l y to base
the s e d e c i s i o n s on the l o n g cha in of r ea soning th ey use. C l e a n i n g to
background i s s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d , and c l e a r l y the ethical choice. S i n c e G l o b e
was c l eaned up to that l e v e l , there is a p r e c e d e n t , as we l l a p u b l i c
p e r c e p t i o n o f equ i ty . The r e g i o n a l ba ckground i s 22-28 ppm As, which i s
s t i l l about a 10-5 risk, d e p e n d i n g on how you c a l c u l a t e b i o a v a i l a b i l i t y .

I r e c o g n i z e t h i s i s a g a i n s t th e f l o w , bu t t h i s w h o l e proce s s ha s f ina l ly
c r y s t a l l i z e d my t h o u g h t s , and I am c o m f o r t a b l e with my d e c i s i o n . P l e a s e
i n c l u d e my comments i f p o s s i b l e .
Best R e g a r d s ,
C h u c k P a t t e r s o n , P h . D .
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